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When Criticism Comes
Acts 24:1-27

Introduction:
The Four Unspiritual Laws of Criticism:
1. It comes when we need it the least.
2. It comes when we deserve it the least.

3. It comes from people who are qualified the least.
4. It comes in the form that helps the least.
I. How the Prosecution Reported – 24:1-9
A. By Their Mouthpiece – 24:1

“Now after ﻿﻿five days ﻿﻿Ananias the high priest came down with the elders and a certain orator named Tertullus. These gave evidence to the governor against Paul.”
Tertullus was an attorney rhētoros - public speaker. [Used only here in the N.T.]
He represented the Jewish leadership. He dished out some huge amounts lawyer talk.
B. By the Mouthful – 24:2-9


1. How it was Summarized – 24:2-8

a. Fawning Flattery – 24:2-4

“And when he was called upon, Tertullus began his accusation, saying: “Seeing that through you we enjoy great peace, and ﻿﻿prosperity is being brought to this nation by your foresight, we accept it always and in all places, most noble Felix, with all thankfulness. ﻿Nevertheless, not to be tedious to you any further, I beg you to hear, by your ﻿﻿courtesy, a few words from us.”
Felix had been a slave who had won his freedom, and curried favor with the imperial court. Tacitus, a Roman historian, wrote “He exercised royal power with the mind of a slave.” He was known for his violent use of repressive force and corrupt self-aggrandizement. 

b. Fallacious Falsehood – 24:5-8 
1)  Deliberate deception – 24:5-6
a)  Sedition – 24:5a

﻿﻿
“For we have found this man a plague, a creator of dissension among all the Jews throughout the world”
A little hyperbole here - Paul had not been to the whole world – Not even Rome.
b)  Sectarianism – 24:5b
“and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes.”
Paul was a leader of the church, but the attorney used an inflammatory word, Nazarene.
c)  Sacrilege – 24:6

“He even tried to profane the temple, and we seized him, ﻿﻿and wanted ﻿﻿to judge him according to our law.”
Paul did not profane the temple. Again, where is the Gentile. They would not let him go – they said, they had caught him in the act (Acts 20:28).
2)  Downright distortion – 24:7-8

 ﻿
“But the commander Lysias came by and with great violence took him out of our hands, commanding his accusers to come to you. By examining him yourself you may ascertain all these things of which we accuse him.” 

There is nothing about the violence they were inflicting on this uncondemned Roman citizen. 
2. How it was Supported – 24:9

“And the Jews also ﻿﻿assented, maintaining that these things were so.”
Surprise! The Jews came 42 miles to disagree with their attorney? So, there is no evidence produced by the accusers.



II. How the Defense Replied – 24:10-21

A. Paul’s Assurance – 24:10
“Then Paul, after the governor had nodded to him to speak, answered: “Inasmuch as I know that you have been for many years a judge of this nation, I do the more cheerfully answer for myself,”
There is Paul’s opening statement. “I know that you have been a judge for many years.” Like saying, “that really is a baby” He cheerfully answered because they had no case.
B. Paul’s Actions – 24:11-13


1. The Time Argument – 24:11

“because you may ascertain that it is no more than twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem ﻿﻿to worship.”
I haven’t had time to do all of those things.

2. The Truth Argument – 24:12-13

“And they neither found me in the temple disputing with anyone nor inciting the crowd, either in the synagogues or in the city. Nor can they prove the things of which they now accuse me.”
There is no truth to their statements. A Judge needs proof. They attorney was not an eye witness, nor were the Jewish leaders. There is none produced.
C. Paul’s Acknowledgement – 24:14-16


1. His Expression of Hope – 24:14-15

a. I Believe in the Revelation – 24:14 
“But this I confess to you, that according to ﻿﻿the Way which they call a sect, so I worship the ﻿﻿God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in ﻿﻿the Law and in the Prophets. (i.e.: the entire Old Testament)
They called “the way” a sect, implying that it is false. They depended on:
· The traditions of the elders,

· The teaching of the scribes

· The interpretations of the rabbis. 

Paul had a more sure word. Peter writes later, “we have a more sure Word”. A more sure than what?
He had just talked about the revelation from the Mount of transfiguration where God spoke concerning the Son and the kingdom. Peter is saying that the written Word is more sure, more sure than any dreams, visions or voices.

If you receive some “revelation” that contradicts the written Revelation, your “revelation” is false. If it is the same as the written Word, what good is it. Read your Bible! God’s Word is ever settled in heaven.

But the “Way” is true according to the O.T. God’s written Word. Peter had proved that on the day of Pentecost. His conclusion was 2:36
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

So Paul stands firmly on the Word of God.

b. I Believe in the Resurrection – 24:15
“I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, ﻿﻿that there will be a resurrection ﻿﻿of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.”
Who are these Jewish leaders? - Maybe some Pharisees. They said that they found no fault in Paul. Most are Sadducees. Paul is bringing up a sore subject. [Daniel 12:1-2 and Job 19:25.] Therefore the resurrection of Christ is not hard to accept. It is the foundation of the church.

2. His Exercise of Heart – 24:16

“This being so, I myself always strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and men.”
“Without offense” means, “not having a cause of stumbling” before God or Man. 

D. Paul’s Assertions – 24:17-19

1. Why he was in the Capital – 24:17

“Now after many years ﻿﻿I came to bring alms and offerings to my nation,”
I was not there to cause trouble. I brought money to relieve the famine that had cone upon the land. Felix and the Jews should appreciate that. That does not sound like a criminal.


2. Why he was in Custody – 24:18-19 

“in the midst of which some Jews from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither with a mob nor with tumult. ﻿﻿They ought to have been here before you to object if they had anything against me.”
The Jews from Asia made the first accusation – Yes I was in the temple, purified and without mob or tumult.

Where are they? They are the eyewitnesses. There is no case without them.

E. Paul’s Attitude – 24:20-21
“Or else let those who are here themselves say ﻿﻿if they found any wrongdoing in me while I stood before the council, unless it is for this one statement which I cried out, standing among them, ﻿﻿‘Concerning the resurrection of the dead I am being judged by you this day.’ ” 

So, where are the eyewitnesses? Let them tell of anything I did before the council. Except that I divided the council with the question about the resurrection (that really was irrelevant to that hearing) even though it was ultimately true.

III. How the Judge Reneged – 24:22-27

So, you would expect the Judge to set Paul free. Think again. There is more involved here than the evidence.

Felix must continue with these people. Rome’s most important criterion for a good ruler was “A QUITE REALM” – don’t let trouble get back to Rome. These Jews would send word to Rome in a heartbeat. So,

A. Paul’s Fresh Imprisonment – 24:22-23 

1. His Case was Deferred Instead of Dismissed –24: 22
 “But when Felix heard these things, having more accurate knowledge of the ﻿﻿Way, he adjourned the proceedings and said, “When ﻿﻿Lysias the commander comes down, I will make a decision on your case”
How did Felix learn about the Way?
· From Drusilla, his wife - daughter of Agrippa II - Acts 26:2 especially because you Agrippa II are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with the Jews. 
· She was a Jewess
· Felix had ruled for quite a while in Judea.

Note: We don’t know whether Lysias ever came to Caesarea.
2. He was Given Leniency Instead of Liberty – 24:23

“So he commanded the centurion to keep Paul and to let him have liberty, and ﻿﻿told him not to forbid any of his friends to provide for or visit him.”
Paul was still a prisoner, but he had some freedoms: His friends could visit him and bring him food and clothing. The Jews have 2 years to bring evidence to the court. After that Paul could go free. We’ll see how this plays out in the next few chapters.
B. Paul’s Further Interrogation – 24:24-25
1. The Reason for It – 24:24
“And after some days, when Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, he sent for Paul and heard him concerning the ﻿﻿faith in Christ.”
Felix must have taken a trip. They came back and called for Paul again. He “heard him concerning the faith in Christ”.
2. The Reproof of It – 24:25a
“Now as he reasoned about: righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come,”
This sounds like John 16:8,
“Felix needed to hear about this, for his marriage to Drusilla was his third and he had to break up another marriage to secure her. His regime was marked by injustices that contrasted with the righteousness of God. And he was a man grossly lacking in self-control.
 
Paul knew most of that.
3. The Reaction to It – 24:25b

“Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.” 
Paul’s message brought Felix under conviction. He sent Paul away. He would send for him at a more convenient time. Of course that reminds me of a hymn. “Almost Persuaded” 

“Seems now some soul to say, “Go Spirit, Go thy way, Some more convenient day, on thee I’ll call.”
There is no indication that Felix ever accepted that salvation that Paul offered.
There is another verse to that Hymn,
“Almost persuaded, harvest is past

Almost persuaded, doom comes at last.

Almost cannot avail, almost is but to fail,

Sad, sad that bitter wail, almost, but lost.
C. Paul’s Flawless Integrity – 24:26

“Meanwhile he also hoped that ﻿﻿money would be given him by Paul, ﻿﻿that he might release him. Therefore he sent for him more often and conversed with him.”
The only thing that stuck with Felix was the money that Paul had brought to Jerusalem. Paul never gave him one drachma. He was too honest for that. 
D. Paul’s Further Incarceration – 24:27
“But after two years Porcius Festus succeeded Felix; and Felix, wanting to do the Jews a favor, left Paul bound.”
· Paul remains in prison.

· He has been falsely criticized and can do nothing about it.

· He will remain a prisoner for the next 4+ years.
· He will be released and then re-incarcerated. 
· He will still serve his Lord until the very end.
· He will write 7 more books of the N.T.

Conclusion: 
Paul did not let the injustice of these proceedings to cause him to become mad at God or anyone else. How did he do that?
1. He refused to be caught up in the emotion of the charges.

2. He stayed with the facts.

3. He told the truth with a clear conscience.
4. He identified the original source of the criticism.

5. He would not surrender or quit.

6. He did not become impatient or bitter.
7. He stood on the promises of God.
We need to:

· Bring them down from above.

· Write them down on our hearts.

· Pass them down – by expression and example.
Note: There is no one who has received more criticism than Jesus. The writer of Hebrews points us to Him in Heb 12:3
﻿“For consider Him who endured such criticism from sinners against Himself, ﻿﻿lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.”
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